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Guffey, Colorado

Gulffey is located in central Colorado, just
off the southern edge of South Park. The
town sits at an elevation of about 8,700 feet,
and is surrounded by rolling hills and
eroded peaks, exposing both late Eocene
(about 35 million years old) lava and ash as
well as Precambrian (1.1 billion years old)
Pikes Peak granite. The highest local eleva-

tions are over 11,000 feet.

The region is generally quite dry, receiving
most of its precipitation in the form of late
spring snow and summer monsoonal thun-

derstormes.

The Project

I first became seriously interested in the lo-
cal wildflowers in 2007, a wet year with lots
of spring and summer growth. I had occa-
sionally photographed flowers in earlier
years, but that summer I began a deliberate
effort to document as many as possible. By
the time I had identified 100 different spe-
cies (far more than I anticipated) I realized

this was going to be a significant task!

At the end of 2007 I put together the first
edition of this guide, and largely ignored it
after that, although I continued collecting

images of flowers in subsequent years. By
2017 I realized that I had run across dozens
of flowers I had not previously recorded,
and decided to update the guide and make
a serious effort to put names to the handful
of species that managed to elude identifica-
tion. This guide was drawn from a collec-
tion of about 4,500 digital images of local

wildflowers.

The Images

The project started out as a flower imaging
exercise, with the consequence that the im-
ages do not always capture larger features of
plants that can help identify them. Ive
largely stuck with focusing on just the flow-
ers, so in some cases you might not be able
to identify a specimen from just the image
here. However, in all such cases the image
will get you close — family and genus, leav-
ing only a little uncertainty about the actual

species.

Colors

The guide organizes the images by color:
white, pink, red, orange, yellow, blue, and
violet. Sometimes it was a value judgment
which color to assign a flower. It is common
for many flowers growing around Gulffey to

be lighter and less saturated than they might

be in wetter places. In particular, red, blue,
and violet flowers can all present as nearly
white. Furthermore, red, blue, and violet
flowers can all be confused for each other
depending on the growing conditions and
our own visual quirks. So if you find a pur-
ple flower and don’t find it in the purple
section, look also in the pink and blue sec-

tions.

In a few cases, 've included the same spe-
cies in two different color sections because
its actual color range may be surprisingly

wide.

Sizes

Often the size of flowers will not be obvious
in the images. I intend to add this infor-
mation in a future edition, but for now,
you’ll need to rely more on the appearance
of the flower, and perhaps take some cues
from the depth of field of the images —
close-ups of small flowers tend to have the
background and foreground more out of fo-

cus than shots of larger flowers.

Image Information

Each image is numbered, with the number

corresponding to a table in the appendix



providing additional information. The im-
ages themselves are captioned with one or
two common names (generally the most
common, but not always the only ones), the
binomial name (genus and species), the

family, and the date the image was made.

It isn’t uncommon for there to be disagree-
ment among experts about what family a
plant is in, or what nomenclature to use for
genus and species. A remarkable number of
the flowers [ identified in 2007 have since
been assigned to different families, in part
because DNA sequencing technology is
shifting the traditional morphological clas-
sification schemes towards genetic ones.
Ive tried to use the most recent, most
widely agreed upon family, genus, and spe-
cies names, but they may not agree with
what you find in some other guides. They
should be sufficient, however, to allow you
to pursue additional information for any
flowers you might be particularly interested

in.

The image dates will provide a general
guideline for when you might encounter
particular flowers. Do not worry if you
think you’ve identified a flower but the date

is quite different. Some flowers have long

blooming periods. Also, Guffey is not im-
mune from the effects of global climate
change. Over the last 2 years we've seen a
significant shift in conditions — shorter win-
ters, earlier springs, drier summers. All of
this impacts which plants thrive and when
they appear and disappear. Our earliest
flowers (usually Pasque flowers) often ap-
pear now in March, and our last ones (usu-
ally Pleated Gentian) may persist well into

September.
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This chart shows when the images in this
guide were collected, from 2001 to 2017.
June, July, and August are definitely the

time when you want to be out looking!
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Yucca Cow Parsnip Showy Milkweed

Soapweed Hogweed
Yucca glauca (Agave family, Agavaceae) Heracleum sphondylium montanum (Celery family, Apiaceae) Asclepias speciosa (Milkweed family, Apocynaceae)
2003.07.02 2007.07.21 2007.07.07

Tansy Yarrow Pussytoes Creamy Thistle
Common Yarrow Prairie Thistle
Achillea millefolium (Aster family, Asteraceae) Antennaria microphylla (Aster family, Asteraceae) Cirsium canescens (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.06.24 2007.06.24 2005.06.26
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Colorado Thistle American Thistle

Meadow Thistle
Cirsium coloradense (Aster family, Asteraceae) Cirsium tioganum (Aster family, Astemceae)
2007.08.04 2007.08.12

N

Coulter Daisy Spreading Daisy

Large Mountain Fleabane
Erigeron coulteri (Aster family, Asteraceae) Erigeron divergens (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2013.06.17 2007.06.10
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Tracy's Daisy

Erigeron colomexicanus (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.06.24

Trailing Daisy

Erigeron flagellaris (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.06.18



Trailing Fleabane Wild Cosmos Wild Chamomile
Whiplash Daisy
Erigeron flagellaris (Aster family, Asteraceae) Hymenopappus newberryi (Aster family, Asteraceae) Matricaria perforata (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2013.06.03 2007.06.23 2007.08.27

Few-flowered Wirelettuce Bractless Cryptantha
Brownplume Wirelettuce
Stephanomeria pauciflora (Aster family, Asteraceae) Cryptantha crassisepala (Borage family, Boraginaceae) Cryptantha thyrsiflora (Borage family, Boraginaceae)
2007.08.18 2007.06.22 2003.07.02
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Phacelia Scorpionweed Drummond Rockeress
Glandular Phacelia
Phacelia glandulosa (Borage family, Boraginaceae) Phacelia heterophylla (Borage family, Boraginaceae) Arabis drummondii (Mustard family, Brassicaceae)
2012.07.12 2007.07.05 2007.07.11

Drummond Rockeress Whitetop Pennycress
Field Pennycress
Arabis drummondii (Mustard family, Brassicaceae) Cardaria draba (Mustard family, Brassicaceae) Thlaspi arvense (Mustard family, Brassicaceae)
2104.06.21 2007.07.18 2007.07.06
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Sharpleaf Valerian Fendler Sandwort Starwort

Longstalk Starwort
Valeriana acutiloba (Honeysuckle family, Caprifoliaceae) Arenaria fendleri (Pink family, Caryophyllaceae) Stellaria longipes (Pink family, Caryaphyllaceae)
2009.06.20 2003.06.25 2007.06.24

Bindweed Drummond Milkvetch Timber Milkvetch
Morning Glory
Convolvulus arvensis (Morning Glory family, Canvolvulaceae) Astragalus drummondii (Pea family, Fabaceae) Astragalus miser (Pea family, Fabaceae)
2007.07.19 2015.06.15 2007.07.11
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White Loco White Geranium Wild Iris
Richardson Geranium
Oxytropis sericea (Pea family, Fabaceae) Geranium richardsonii (Geranium family, Geraniaceae) Iris missouriensis (Iris family, Iridaceae)
2007.07.21 2014.07.02 2009.06.20

Mariposa Lily Star Solomon's Seal White Evening Star
Wild Lily-of-the-Valley Blazing Star
Calochortus gunnisonii (Lily family, Liliaceae) Smilacina stellata (Lily family,Liliaceae) Mentzelia decapetala (Stickleaf family, Loasaceae)
2004.08.01 2007.06.17 2007.08.01
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Lanceleaf Springbeauty Scarlet Gaura Stemless Evening Primrose

Claytonia lancelolata (Miner's Lettuce family, ) Gaura coccinea (Evening Primrose family, Onagraceae) Oenothera caespitosa (Evening Primrose family, Onagraceae)
2012.07.12 2007.07.04

Cutleaf Evening Primrose Towering Lousewort Prickly Poppy
Oenothera coronopifolia (Evening Primrose family, Onagraceae) Pedicularis procera (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae) Argemone polyanthemos (Poppy family, Papaveraceae)
2004.07.25 2016.07.10 2007.08.01
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Dusky Beardtongue (white) White Gilia American Bistort
Whipple Penstemon White Fairy Trumpet Smokeweed
Penstemon whippleanus (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Ipomopsis aggregata candida (Phlox family, Polemoniaceae) Bistorta bistortoides (Buckwheat family, Polygonaceae)
2007.07.15 2007.07.09 2016.07.10

Rock Primrose White Water Buttercup Marsh Marigold
Water Crowfoot
Androsace septentrionalis subumbellata (Primrose family, Primulaceae) Ranunculus aquatilis (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae) Caltha leptosepala (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae)
2007.05.27 2007.07.04 2016.07.10
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Wild Strawberry Mountain Spray Boulder Raspberry

Rock Spirea Rocky Mountain Thimbleberry
Frageria virginiana glauca (Rose family, Rosaceae) Holodiscus dumosus (Rose family, Rasaceae) Rubus deliciosus (Rose family, Rosaceae)
2005.05.29 2007.07.28 2007.06.24

Red Raspberry Thimbleberry Ninebark

Rocky Mountain Ninebark
Rubus idaeus (Rose family, Rosaceae) Rubus parviflorus (Rose family, Rosaceae) Physocarpus monogynus (Rose family, Raseacae)
2007.07.04 2005.06.26 2017.07.03
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Northern Bedstraw Henbane Nodding Onion

Wild Onion
Galium boreale septentrionale (Madder family, Rubiaceae) Hyoscyamus niger (Nightshade family, Solanaceae) Allium cernuum (Onion family, Alliaceae)
2007.07.21 2017.08.01 2004.08.05

Showy Milkweed Pink Pussytoes Prickly Pear

Rosy Pussytoes Plains Prickly Pear
Asclepias speciosa (Dogbane family, Apocynaceae) Antennaria rosea (Aster family, Asteraceae) Opuntia polyacantha (Cactus family, Cactaceae)
2014.07.30 2007.05.27 2011.07.06
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Mountain Ball Cactus Queen's Crown Kinnikinnick

Simpson's Hedgehog Cactus Rose Crown Bearberry
Pediocactus simpsonii (Cactus family, Cactaceae) Rhodiola rhodantha (Stonecrop family, Crassulaceae) Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (Heath family, Ericaceae)
2007.05.27 2017.08.01 2004.05.24

Alpine Milkvetch Bessey Locoweed Colorado Locoweed
Purple Locoweed
Astragalus alpinus (Pea family, Fabaceae) Oxytropis besseyi (Pea family, Fabaceae) Oxytropis lambertii (Pea family, Fabaceae)
2013.06.03 2015.06015 2001.07.15
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Red Clover Squaw Currant Woundwort
Wax Currant Hedgenettle
Trifolium pratense (Pea family, Fabaceae) Ribes cereum (Gooseberry family, Grossulariaceae) Stachys palustris pilosa (Mint family, Lamiaceae)
2009.07.29 2002.06.22 2010.08.10

o

Trailing Four O'Clock Calypso Orchid Bundled Broomrape
Fairy Slipper
Mirabilis oxybaphoides (Four O'Clock family, Nyctaginaceae) Calypso bulbosa (Orchid family, Orchidaceae) Orobanche fasciculata (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae)
2014.07.08 2010.06.01 2015.06.15
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Elephant's Head White River Kittentails Scarlet Gilia
Elephant Head Lousewort White River Coraldrops Fairy Trumpet
Pedicularis groenlandica (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae) Besseya plantaginea (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Ipomopsis aggregata (Phlox family, Polemoniaceae)
2016.07.10 2007.06.22 2001.07.15

Water Knotweed Cutleaf Anemone Old Man's Whiskers
Water Smartweed Globe Anemone Prairie Smoke
Polygonum amphibium (Buckwheat family, Polygonaceae) Anemone multifida (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae) Geum triflorum (Rose family, Rosaceae)
2008.08.24 2013.06.20 2016.07.10
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Woods' Rose King's Crown Red Paintbrush
Wild Rose Ledge Stonecrop Scarlet Paintbrush
Rosa woodsii (Rose family, Rosaceae) Rhodiola integrifolia (Stonecrop family, Crassulaceae)

Castilleja miniata (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae)
2010.06.20 2013.06.20

2016.07.10

Scarlet Bugler Bunny-in-the-Grass Orange Agoseris

Western Figwort Mountain Dandelion
Scrophularia lanceolata (Figwort family, Scrophulariaceae)
2004.08.05 2007.07.04

Penstemon barbatus (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Agoseris aurantiaca (Aster family, Asteraceae)

2016.07.24
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Saffron Packera Scarlet Globemallow Indian Paintbrush

Saffron Ragwort Cowboy's Delight Wyoming Paintbrush
Packera crocata (Aster family, Asteraceae) Sphaeralcea coccinea (Mallow family, Malvaceae) Castilleja linariifolia (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae)
2016.07.10 2010.08.18 2001.07.15

Whiskbroom Parsley False Dandelion Bahia
Mountain Parsley Ragleaf Bahia
Harbouria trachypleura (Parsley family, Apiaceae) Agoseris glauca dasycephala (Aster family, Asteraceae) Amauriopsis dissecta (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.06.22 2007.07.21 2007.07.23
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Tasselflower Mountain Rabbitbrush Dwarf Rabbitbrush
Yellow Rabbitbrush
Brickellia grandifloria (Aster family, Asteraceae) Chrysothamnus parryi affinis (Aster family, Asteraceae) Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.08.04 2007.08.18 2007.08.16

Rubber Rabbitbrush Blanket Flower Indian Blanket
Firewheel
Ericameria nauseosa (Aster family, Asteraceae) Gaillardia aristata (Aster family, Asteraceae) Gaillardia pulchella (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.07.23 2007.07.23 2007.08.08
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Curly Gumweed Nodding Sunflower (?) Common Sunflower
Rayless Gumweed
Grindelia squarrosa (v. nuda) (Aster family, Asteraceae) Helianthella quinquenervis (Aster family, Asteraceae) Helianthus annuus (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.07.21 2007.07.18 2007.08.08

Golden Aster Colorado Rubberweed Fendler Groundsel
Richardson Bitterweed Fendler Ragwort
Heterotheca villosa (Aster family, Asteraceae) Hymenoxys richardsonii (Aster family, Asteraceae) Packera fendleri (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.07.18 2017.07.14 2007.07.21
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New Mexico Groundsel Prairie Coneflower Blackeyed Susan

Mexican Hat Browneyed Susan
Packera neomexicana (Aster family, Asteraceae) Ratibida columnifera (Aster family, Asteraceae) Rudbeckia hirta (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.06.24 2007.08.02 2009.07.29

Western Golden Ragwort Nodding Arnica Goldenrod
Smooth Goldenrod
Senecio eremophilus kingii (Aster family, Asteraceae) Senecio pudicus (Aster family, Asteraceae) Solidago missouriensis (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2017.08.01 2007.07.07 2004.08.05
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Common Dandelion Yellow Salsify Narrowleaf Puccoon
Goat's Beard
Taraxacum officinale (Aster family, Asteraceae) Tragopogon dubius major (Aster family, Asteraceae) Lithospermum incisum (Borage family, Boraginaceae)
2007.05.27 2007.06.24 2007.06.18

Golden Draba Western Wallflower Straight Bladderpod
Prairie Rocket
Draba aurea (Mustard family, Brassicaceae) Erysimum capitatum (Mustard family, Brassicaceae) Physaria rectipes (Mustard family, Brassicaceae)
2007.06.22 2007.06.18 2016.05.28
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Tumble Mustard Prickly Pear Spearleaf Stonecrop
Plains Prickly Pear Lanceleaf Stonecrop
Sisymbrium altissimum (Mustard family, Brassicaceae) Opuntia polyacantha (Cactus family, Cactaceae) Sedum lanceolatum (Stonecrop family, Crassulaceae)
2007.07.06 2013.07.04 2017.06.24

Yellow Sweet Clover Golden Banner Golden Smoke
Scrambled Eggs

Melilotus officinalis (Pea family, Fabaceae) Thermopsis montana (Pea family, Fabaceae) Corydalis aurea (Fumitory family, Fumariaceae)
2007.06.28 2007.06.03 2007.06.18
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Common Evening Primrose Western Yellow Paintbrush Alkali Buttercup

Hairy Evening Primrose
Oenothera villosa (Evening Primrose family, Onagraceae) Castilleja occidentalis (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae) Ranunculus cymbalaria (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae)
2017.07.13 2010.09.03 2007.07.07
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Prairie Cinquefoil Silverweed Shrubby Cinquefoil
Pennsylvania Cinquefoil Silverweed Cinquefoil
Potentilla pennsylvanica (Rose family, Rosacae) Argentina anserina (Rose family, Rosaceae) Dasiphora (Potentilla) fruticosa (Rose family, Rosaceae)
2007.07.22 2007.07.04 2007.06.24
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Elegant Cinquefoil Wooly Cinquefoil Redstem Cinquefoil

Rocky Mountain Cinquefoil
Potentilla concinna (Rose family, Rosaceae) Potentilla hippiana (Rose family, Rosaceae) Potentilla rubricaulis (Rose family, Rasaceae)
2013.05.16 2007.06.24 2007.06.19

Butter-and-Eggs Yellow Owlclover Common Mullein
Common Toadflax
Linaria vulgaris (Figwort family, Scrophulariaceae) Orthocarpus luteus (Figwort family, Scrophulariaceae) Verbascum thapsus (Figwort family, Scrophulariaceae)
2005.08.28 2007.07.18 2007.07.19
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Buffalobur Nightshade Blue Lettuce False Forget-Me-Not
Colorado Bur Manyflower Stickweed
Solanum rostratum (Nightshade family, Solanaceae) Lactuca tataria pulchella (Aster family, Asteraceae) Hackelia floribunda (Borage family, Boraginaceae)
2013.09.18 2007.08.12 2007.07.04

Tall Chiming Bells Lanceleaf Chiming Bells Drummond Rockeress
Bluebells
Mertensia ciliata (Borage family, Boraginaceae) Mertensia lanceolata (Borage family, Boraginaceae) Arabis drummondii (Mustard family, Brassicaceae)
2007.07.04 2007.06.19 2004.05.24
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Harebell Birdbill Dayflower Alpine Milkvetch

Campanula rotundifolia (Bellflower family, Campanulaceae) Commelina dianthifolia (Spiderwort family, Commelinaceae) Astragalus alpinus (Pea family, Fabaceae)
2004.08.01 2010.08.10 2007.06.17
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Alpine Milkvetch Alpine Milkvetch Lodgepole Lupine

Astragalus alpinus (Pea family, Fabaceae) Astragalus alpinus (Pea family, Fabaceae) Lupinus argentus parvoflorus (Pea family, Fabaceae)
2005.05.29 2007.06.24 2007.06.24
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Pleated Gentian Mountain Gentian Wild Iris

Prairie Gentian Parry Gentian Rocky Mountain Iris
Gentiana affinis (Gentian family, Gentianaceae) Gentiana parryi (Gentian family, Gentianaceae) Iris missouriensis (Iris family, Iridaceae)
2003.09.04 2007.08.26 2007.04.26

Wild Mint Blue Flax American Willowherb
Field Mint Fringed Willowherb
Mentha arvensis (Mint family, Lamiaceae) Linum lewisii (Flax family, Linaceae) Epilobium ciliatum glandulosum (Evening Primrose family, Onagraceae)
2010.08.17 2006.07.16 2007.07.15
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Narrow Leaved Penstemon Rydberg Penstemon Low Penstemon

Penstemon augustifolius (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Penstemon rydbergii (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Penstemon virens (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae)
2007.06.24 2016.07.10 2004.07.19

Leafy Jacob's Ladder Colorado Columbine Alpine Columbine
Blue Columbine Dwarf Columbine
Polemonium foliosissimum (Phlox family, Polemoniaceae) Aquilegia coerulea (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae) Aquilegia saximontana (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae)
2016.07.10 2014.07.08 2010.08.17
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Sugarbowl Subalpine Larkspur

Vase Flower
Clematis hirsutissima (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae) Delphinium barbeyi (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae) Pulsatilla patens (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae)
2007.06.22 2017.08.01 2007.04.26

American Speedwell Checker Mallow Bristle Thistle

Salt Spring Checkerbloom
Veronica americana (Figwort family, Scrophulariaceae) Sidalcea neomexicana (Mallow family, Malvaceae) Carduus nutans (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.08.08 2007.07.07 2007.07.21
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Canada Thistle Spreading Fleabane Showy Daisy
Aspen Daisy
Cirsium arvense (Aster family, Asteraceae) Erigeron divergens (Aster family, Asteraceae) Erigeron speciosus (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.08.08 2007.07.21 2007.08.12

Showy Daisy Skeleton Plant Tall Tansy Aster

Erigeron subtrinervis (Aster family, Asteraceae) Lygodesmia juncea (Aster family, Asteraceae) Machaeranthera bigelovii (Aster family, Asteraceae)
2007.06.24 2007.08.14 2004.08.05
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Common Aster Notch-Leaved Phacelia Rocky Mountain Scorpionweed
Rocky Mountain Phacelia
Symphyotrichum ascendens (Aster family, Asteraceae) Phacelia crenulata (Borage family, Boraginaceae) Phacelia denticulata (Borage family, Boraginaceae)
2007.06.19 2017.07.03 2013.07.21

Purple Mustard Parry Harebell Rocky Mountain Bee Plant
Blue Mustard
Chorispora tenella (Mustard family, Brassicaceae) Campanula parryi (Bellflower family, Campanulaceae) Cleome serrulata (Caper family, Capparaceae)
2004.07.25 2006.07.16 2006.07.02
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Alpine Milkvetch Groundplum Milkvetch Early Purple Vetch
Ground Plum Leatherpod Loco
Astragalus alpinus (Pea family, Fabaceae) Astragalus crassicarpus (Pea family, Fabaceae) Astragalus shortianus (Pea family, Fabaceae)
2007.05.27 2015.06.15 2007.07.09

Purple Peavine Colorado Loco
Wild Sweet Pea Purple Loco
Lathyrus eucosmus (Pea family, Fabaceae) Oxytropis (?) (Pea family, Fabaceae) Oxytropis lambertii (Pea family, Fabaceae)
2007.08.08 2007.07.09 2007.06.22
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Showy Locoweed Little Gentian Sticky Geranium

Oxytropis splendens (Pea family, Fabaceae) Gentianella acuta (Gentian family, Gentianaceae) Geranium viscosissimum (Geranium family, Geraniaceae)
2007.06.22 2007.08.04 2007.06.03

Rocky Mountain Scorpionweed American Dragonhead Narrowleaf Four O'Clock
Rocky Mountain Phacelia Narrowleaf Four O'Clock
Phacelia denticulata (Waterleaf family, Hydrophyllaceae) Dracocephalum parviflorum (Mint family, Lamiaceae) Mirabilis linearis (Four O'Clock family, Nyctaginaceae)
2013.07.16 2007.07.07 2011.08.09
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Meadow Lousewort Violet Wood Sorrel

Pedicularis crenulata (Broomrape family, Orobanchaceae) Oxalis violacea (Flax family, Oxalidaceae) Penstemon (?) (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae)
2010.08.17 2011.08.17 2004.07.25

Dusky Beardtongue
Penstemon (?) (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Penstemon (?) (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae) Penstemon whippleanus (Plantain family, Plantaginaceae)
2003.06.11 2007.06.22 2007.07.07
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Shooting Star Larkspur
Nelson Larkspur
Dodecatheon pulchellum (Primrose family, Primulaceae) Delphinium nuttallianum (Buttercup family, Ranunculaceae)
2007.06.17 2016.07.10
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